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slippers, and was found in the same condition except that the slippers had fallen a few feet away from where his body lay, it was supposed by many people that he was strangled in the first place, and then carried there: but the most probable theory is that the murderers relied upon the powder alone: it was a sufficiently powerful auxiliary in itself for them to have no fear that it would fail of its effect.
"Was the Queen privy to this crime, or was she not ? Nobody has ever known save herself, Bothwell, and God. But whether she was, or was not, her conduct, imprudent then as always, gave the appearance of truth, at least, if not absolute certainty, to the accusations of her enemies. As soon as she was informed of the catastrophe, she ordered the body brought before her, and she examined it, as it lay upon a bench, with more curiosity than grief. It was afterwards embalmed, and that same evening was laid, without display, beside that of Hizzio.
Scottish etiquette made it obligatory upon the widow of a King of Scotland to pass the forty days next after his demise in retirement, in an apartment from which every particle of day-light was excluded. On the twelfth day Mary caused her windows to be thrown open, and on the fifteenth left Edinburgh with Bothwell for Leyton, a country-house two leagues from the capital, Ducroe, the French ambassador, sought her out there, and remonstrated with her to such effect that he induced her to return to Edinburgh: but, instead of the acclamations which usually greeted her coming she was welcomed with absolute freezing silence, except that one woman in the crowd cried:
" God treats her as she deserves!"
The names of the murderers were no secret to the people. Bothwell carried a magnificent coat, which was